Introducing Dogs to Each Other
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If you have a dog and a new one will be entering or visiting your home, there are things you can do to ensure that
the meeting goes off without a hitch. A new dog can mean you are bringing home a foster or a new family
member, someone who has a dog is moving into your house, or someane is visiting with a dog.

If you know that both dogs are very social with a variety of other dogs, the meeting should be easy. However,
some dogs don't get out and mix with other dogs that much, or may have only had one or two dog friends in their
lives. These dogs may seem to have better social skills than they actually do, so introducing them to new dogs
may require more care and effort. Another factor to consider is whether or not the dogs have been spayed or
neutered; if not, the meeting may he more difficuit.

If you are uncertain how one (or both) of the dogs will react, be cautious. First, plan to have the dogs meet on
neutral ground. Choose a place where neither dog is likely to feel territorial. Even your dog’s favorite park is not a
good spot, unless it is a dog park (since dogs are often used to meeting other dogs there). If you are adopting a
dog from a shelter, ask the staff if they can help to introduce the dogs. If your dog is accustomed to meeting dogs
at a pet supply store like PetSmart or Pelco, you can ask the store's trainer to help with the introduction. The dogs
could casually meet while you are on a shopping trip. If either dog has a history of difficulty getting along with other
dogs, the best strategy would be to hire a certified professional behavior consultant to help you gradually
introduce the two dogs to each other.

When the meeting occurs, have each dog on lead, each with a caim, relaxed adult handler. Keep the leads loose,
since tension on the leash might communicate to the dogs that you are fearful or anxious about their meeting,
which will in turn make them mare fearful and anxious. Walk the dogs side by side with a safe distance hetween
the dogs. Then, cross paths (still maintaining that distance) and allow the dogs to smell where the other has
walked, if either of the dogs barks, snhaps and lunges toward the other, consider hiring a certified professional dog
trainer or behavior consultant to teach you how to do the Look at That game to help the dogs feel calm and happy
around each other before proceeding to the next stage of infroduction.

Next, let the dogs meet. As the dogs approach each other, watch their body language closely, paying attention to
the entire body. The dogs may need to do a little posturing or make a little noise, but if you don’t know how to tell
the difference between dogs getting to know each other and dogs who don't ke each other, have someone there
who does.

if the dogs have shown no signs of hostility toward each other up fo this point, take them to an enclosed area,
drop their leashes, step back and give them space to get to know each other. We have a tendency to micro-
manage these interactions, but in general it's best if we allow the dogs to work it cut with minimal interference.
Humans hovering and getting too involved can be frustrating {o the dogs, which can make them tense and spoil
the interaction.

For the most part, dogs in this situation respond weil to verbal feedback from humans. For example, if the dogs
are getting too tense around each other, saying something in a soothing tone of voice (such as "It's OK, guys, coot
your jets”) can help them to take it down a notch, shake off and start fresh. If one dog is getting too overbearing
and the other isn't correcting her, we can often help out by saying something like “Hey, knock it off!” If the dogs do
shake off their tension and engage with each other in polite, appropriate ways, we can reward them for those
behaviors and encourage more of them by speaking in a happy tone ("Good dogs! Well donel”). In most cases,



